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Together with Mr. Allen Dulles, I had breakfast today with 
General Persons and Mr. Jack Anderson for the purpose of discussing 
the possibility of legislation at this session of Congress to amend 
the Communications Act permitting diplomatic missions in Washington, 
on a reciprocal basis, to operate radio transmitters. 

General Persons informed us that he had canvassed the situation 
again and had found the atmosphere unfavorable to the passage of 
this legislation at the present session. He had consulted, among 
others, Messrs. Rayburn, Martin and Knowland. While believing that 
there would be little or no difficulty with people like Oren Harris 
(House Inters tated and Foreign Commerce Committee) or with people 
such as Senator Magnuson, it would be impossible to have legislation 
of this character slip through without floor debate. General Persons 
thought that it would be a distinct risk, that some of the less 
responsible elements up for reelection this year would try to gain 
publicity for themselves in a way that would damage chances of 
passage of the legislation. Conceivable harm to our international 
relations might also be provoked. It would be difficult in the 
legislation to distinguish as between curtain countries and others. 
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General Persons and Mr. Anderson are fully aware of the difficul- 
ties involved. We emphasized again the successful manner m whic_ 


General Persons declared 

himself in agreement. W e discussed the possibility that the Federal 
Communications Commission might conceivably raise the issue; that a 
violation of American law is involved. Mr. Dulles referred to 
diplomatic immunity and the right of the diplomatic mission to com- 
municate with its government. 

General Persons agreed to canvass the situation further m 
Congress 
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